AFTER THE WAR
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and although the war might provide an excuse for still further
delaying reform, it might and should on the other hand be
utilized for changes which would be accepted at no other

time.

To turn to another part of the British Empire, I see na
reason why we should not, in Asia, have some understanding
with the Dutch East Indies. Conditions in the Malay States
are not dissimilar from those in Java and Sumatra. The time
has kmg gone by when we should have combined for mutual
defence, if for no other reason. We may shortly be compelled
to do so, whether we like it or not.

As regards the West Indies, we still await the report of the
Royal Commission. I would like, among other things, to see
two recommendations result from this Commission. First, I
should welcome the appointment of a Governor-General for
the whole area,, who, in spite of local constitutions, would
have power to overrule local legislatures when he thought
fit* Secondly, I would like to see a port, with the necessary
surrounding territory, transferred, with foil sovereign rights,
to the United States of America. Both would have immediate
and far-reaching effects on issues far beyond the confines of
the Caribbean Sea*

Limited as may be the field for political changes of an
international character which can be effected either during
or after the war, there is one proposal which borders on the
political which should not be impossible to carry through.
A definite pronouncement on our part that we would be
mfiiog to take into our colonial service a small percentage
of Boa-Britishers would be a tremendous step forward. Why
should we not welcome in the course of the next decade a
few Swiss, Danes, Swedes, or any other foreigners who might
make a real contribution to our administrative service?
Obviously the suggestion would be met with great opposi-
tion Nevertheless there could be no better proof of our
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wiQmgaess to co-operate with other nations in developing
$w cofeoial possessions. la the first few years only a vary
limited number should be accommodated, but the feet that
was admitted would, to my mind, be a real